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Australian Federation of Graduate Women Inc.

PO Box 224, Enmore NSW 2042

www.afgw.org.au


8 November 2012
Jing-ting Chan
Women’s Leadership Section
Office for Women

Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs
Dear Jin-ting,
CSW Negotiation Priorities - Request for NGO Input 
The Australian Federation of Graduate Women (formerly known as the Australian Federation of University Women) offers the following information to assist the Office for Women prepare the Australian CSW Negotiation Statement. 

In 2006, the 33rd Conference of AFUW recommended “that AFUW and its State and Territory Associations urge the Australian and State and Territory Governments to meet the continuing need to prevent violence and violent crimes against women by means of public education, delivery of services and prosecution of offenders”. We remain of the opinion that this tripartite approach is the most effective way of dealing with the issue at the domestic or community level. Public education campaigns in the mainstream media, in media aimed at specific ethnic communities and in schools will inform the community. Services such as telephone hotlines, advice centres and shelters will assist women and children in need, and prosecution of offenders will punish perpetrators while underscoring the message that violence against women is a crime. 

At the same National Conference, AFUW reaffirmed its support for United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325. Resolution 1325 requires parties in a conflict to respect women’s rights, protecting women and girls from gender-based violence, support their participation in peace negotiations and in post-conflict reconstruction. It also requests that more women take a direct role in peacekeeping operations, particularly among military observers, police, human rights and humanitarian personnel; ensuring at least 50 percent of participants in such processes are women.
In 1998 the International Federation of University Women passed a very comprehensive resolution on the prevention of violence against women and children (Promoting Violence-Free Family Life, 1998, No. 4). IFUW is an international network linking more than 60 national associations, including Australian Federation of Graduate Women, advocating for women’s rights, equality and empowerment. IFUW has permanent representatives to UNESCO, ECOSOC and the ILO; it will be sending a delegation to CSW57 composed of representatives of many member nations.
 

Promoting Violence-Free Family Life identified domestic violence as a violation of the human rights of women and children. It advocated that governments develop and implement violence-prevention strategies including:

· Research such as Australian Bureau of Statistics Information Paper ‘Conceptual Framework for Family, Domestic and Sexual Violence Data’ Australia 2012 (into incidence causes nature and effects of family violence; )

· addressing the social conditions that may contribute  to family violence;

· raising awareness through the media, seminars and study programmes of the social and economic effects of violence against women and girls;

· including education in conflict resolution in school curricula at all levels;

· establishment of shelters in the community where those who have been abused can receive protection and support.
In regard to research on the topic AFGW offers congratulations to the ABS on the many improvements it has incorporated into the 2012 Personal Safety Survey. AFGW and the National Women's Alliances look forward to receiving the resulting analysis in August 2013. 
I hope the Office for Women finds this information a useful addition to the preparation of the Australian contribution to CSW 57.
Yours sincerely
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Dr Jane Baker 

President AFGW
ABN 93 656 106 863

ABN 93656 106 863
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